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On September 5, 2021, in Uttar Pradesh, lakhs of farmers gathered at Muzaffarnagar’s 

government inter-college ground for the kisan mahapanchayat organised by the Samyukt Kisan Morcha 

(SKM). At the mahapanchayat, Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) leader Rakesh Tikait reiterated the farmers’ 
demands to repeal the three farm laws and for the “legal guarantee of MSP [Minimum Support Price].” 

Mr. Tikait and other farmer leaders present declared their determination to oust the Bharatiya Janata 

Party (BJP) government in Uttar Pradesh in the upcoming 2022 State legislative elections. The farmer 

leaders unanimously appealed for communal harmony while chanting ‘Allah Hu Akbar’ and ‘Har Har 

Mahadev’ together with an estimated three to four lakh farmers. 

 

Secular vs the divisive 

This retrieval of the old secular political language openly counters the BJP’s divisive and 

communal politics that has gripped the local and the national scene after the 2014 general election. 

Women and young farmers across religious and caste lines, from Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab, 

Rajasthan, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttarakhand and other States attended the 

mahapanchayat in Muzaffarnagar. It is a surprise that the ongoing farmers’ movement has been openly 

engaging with gender and environmental issues and has provided them their rightful space. 

By enabling the convergence of different farmer organisations and space for the voices of 

marginalised groups, the Muzaffarnagar Kisan Mahapanchayat has not only reclaimed the language of 

secularism and communal harmony but also shows cautious potential to challenge the BJP’s politics and 

hegemony in the legislative assembly elections due in five States next year (Punjab, Uttarakhand, Uttar 

Pradesh, Goa and Manipur). 

 

Message of harmony 

Muzaffarnagar had communal riots in 2013 which polarised the western Uttar Pradesh region 

along religious lines. The BJP local leadership converted a caste dispute into brutal communal riots 

which ended up benefiting the BJP in the 2014 and 2019 general elections, across Uttar Pradesh, as this 

was the local script used at the State and the national levels. The communal polarisation not only caused 

fissures in the social fabric but also impeded the farmers’ identity and unity that was traditionally the 

support base of the BKU under the leadership of the late Mahendra Singh Tikait in the 1980s. 

Realising this social and political loss, his son, Rakesh Tikait, and his supporters, over the last 

couple of years, began to revive the BKU’s old legacy of secularism. However, these attempts have only 

gathered momentum since January 2021 when the BJP government forcefully attempted to remove the 

protesting farmers including Mr. Tikait from the Ghazipur border of Delhi. An emotional appeal by an 

overwhelmed Mr. Tikait mobilised both Hindu and Muslim Jat farmers, changing the epicentre of the 

farmers’ protest from Punjab to rural western Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. 

The SKM has spectacularly reasserted the secular language particularly in the post-2014 socio-

political environment. Its act of courage in the Muzaffarnagar Kisan Mahapanchayat is a reminder to the 

‘timid’ political Opposition and other political parties to do their constitutional duty in maintaining 

India’s political legacy. In their appeal for communal harmony, Mr. Tikait and other farmer leaders have 

categorically said no to communal violence in the region. Mr. Tikait and other farmer leaders accepted 

being swayed by communal divisiveness and have vowed to counter the hatred and violence. “They talk 

of dividing, we speak of uniting. The hallmark of the BJP is the hate politics”, Mr. Tikait declared loud 

and clear. 

More importantly, Mr. Tikait and the BKU’s activists have been visiting village after village and 

organising collective meetings with Hindu and Muslim farmers. In numerous street corner meetings, 

BKU activists have been attempting to recreate a common platform for farmers across religious and 
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caste divisions by reclaiming and reasserting religious and caste unity among the farmers to heal and 

repair the damage caused by the Muzaffarnagar riots. 

 

Mission 2022 and hope 

The Muzaffarnagar Kisan Mahapanchayat has transformed the ongoing farmers’ protests into a 

national movement. With the BJP government’s lack of acknowledgement and response to the 

movement, farmer leaders under the SKM have decided to connect the sufferings of farmers with 

electoral politics directly with the announcement of ‘faslo ke dam nahi, to vote nahi (no vote, if no legal 

guarantee of MSP’) and pronouncing their method as ‘vote ki chot (hit by vote’). The SKM and its 

leadership will campaign against the BJP in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections due next year. In 

addition to spreading the message of peace and communal harmony, farmer leaders including Mr. Tikait 

have announced that they will go to every home in the villages to educate farmers about the three farm 

laws and the ways in which these laws will destroy farmers and farming. Using the idioms of kheti, kisani 

and bhaichara, the BKU and its leadership will also inform them about the BJP’s betrayal of farmers 

through its pro-corporate policies. 

Besides the farm laws, several other proximate factors have set the stage for broad electoral 

mobilisation that may convert angry farmers and labourers into politically conscious voters when they 

face continued agrarian distress, the doubling of electricity charges, and the rising cost of diesel and 

fertilizers. More importantly, the unpaid dues of sugarcane mills to farmers have severely affected 

farmers and labourers across generation, caste and religious lines. 

Furthermore, in Uttar Pradesh, the Yogi Adityanath-led BJP government’s stringent anti-cattle 

slaughter measures have devastated already broken farmers as stray cattle continue to plunder fields 

and ruin crops. The COVID-19 epidemic has not only struck another major blow against the rural 

economy but has also highlighted the fragility of urban jobs. The participation of young farmers in large 

numbers explains in one go the ongoing agrarian crises and jobless growth that has created a big class of 

rural-urban precariat. 

While the emerging broad alliance and solidarity generate hope and a new grammar of politics, 

competitive party politics and existing socio-economic divisions continue to pose several challenges to 

Mission 2022. The ongoing farmers’ movement does not show any sign of converting itself into a 

political party. In this case farmer voters depend on the existing political parties that have already lost 

steam and failed in the face of the BJP’s propaganda, organisational skills and politics. In fact, some of 

them have started imitating the BJP’s style by adopting a softer version of the Hindutva. 

 

U.P. politics today 

In Uttar Pradesh in particular, Opposition political parties such as the Congress, the Samajwadi 

Party, the Bahujan Samaj Party and the Rashtriya Lok Dal are competing for the same pie. Hence, it is 

too early to know how these competing parties will compromise their interests and put up a united 

opposition. Besides, the Jats are no longer a politically united group as they were in the 1970s and 

1980s. The emerging political competition led by the aspiring middle class within the Jats has produced 

new leaders such as Sanjeev Baliyan that has opened a chasm to be exploited by the BJP’s style of 

politics. Moreover, farmers from the most ‘backward’ castes such as Morya, Nishad and Gaderiyas have 

hardly been an ally of the BKU and a part of the ‘kisan’ identity popularised by Charan Singh. 

By projecting these farmers as the victims of the dominant landowning farmers the BJP has 

weaponised them as new warriors of Hindutva. Despite these limitations, the Muzaffarnagar Kisan 

Mahapanchayat has shown the way to reclaim the Indian Constitution and the legacy of secularism by 

simultaneously linking socio-economic injustices to environmental and gender issues. 
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 stir (noun) – commotion, disturbance, uproar, 

furore, turmoil. 

 dimension (noun) – aspect, feature, side, 

element, facet. 

 retrieval (noun) – regaining, getting back, 

recouping, repossession. 

 secular (adjective) – non-religious. 

 counter (verb) – fight, tackle, confront, stand 

up to, oppose, resist, dispute, argue against. 

 divisive (adjective) – relating to something that 

causes arguments between people; 

disharmonious, discordant, alienating, 

estranging, isolating. 

 inter- (prefix) – between. 

 Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) (noun) – formed 

on 7th November 2020, a coalition of over 

forty Indian farmers’ unions to coordinate 

satyagragh (non-violent resistance) against the 

three farm acts.   

 Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) (noun) – formed 

on 1st July 1978, it is a farmer’s representative 

organization in India. Indian Farmers’ Union. 

 reiterate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate. 

 repeal (verb) – invalidate, cancel, nullify, 

revoke. 

 determination (noun) – resolution, decision, 

strong-mindedness. 

 oust (verb) – remove, dislodge, overthrow. 

 legislative (adjective) – relating to a legislature 

(state government). 

 unanimously (adverb) – without opposition, 

agreed to by everyone involved. 

 appeal (verb) – ask earnestly, request urgently. 

 harmony (noun) – unity, solidarity, 

cooperation, agreement/concord. 

 grip (verb) – afflict, affect, take over, beset, 

torment. 

 line (noun) – roots, origin, family, lineage, 

background. 

 convergence (noun) – coming together, union, 

confluence. 

 voice (noun) – feeling, opinion, view. 

 marginalised (adjective) – relating to the 

communities who are excluded from 

mainstream social, economic, educational, 

and/or cultural life; treated as insignificant, 

treated as unimportant, neglected. 

 secularism (noun) – the belief that religion 

should not have a strong influence in 

education or other public parts of society. 

 cautious (adjective) – careful, wary, watchful, 

heedful. 

 potential (noun) – possibility, potentiality, 

prospect. 

 hegemony (noun) – leadership, dominance, 

authority. 

 due (adjective) – expected, anticipated, 

scheduled for. 

 polarise (verb) – separate into opposing two. 

 end up (phrasal verb) – find oneself (to a 

particular course of action in the end or 

eventually). 

 polarisation (noun) – separation of two 

contrasting groups (based on different 

opinions/beliefs). 

 fissure (noun) – a state of incompatibility; 

disagreement, gap/crack. 

 fabric (noun) – the basic/fundamental 

structure. 

 impede (verb) – hinder, obstruct, hamper, 

disrupt. 

 identity (noun) – individuality, character, 

originality. 

 revive (verb) – restore, revitalize, renew, bring 

back. 

 legacy (noun) – something received from a 

predecessor or from the past. 

 momentum (noun) – driving power, strength, 

impetus. 

 overwhelmed (adjective) – moved, touched, 

impressed (by a strong emotion). 

 mobilise (verb) – (of resources) bring together 

for a specific cause. 

 epicentre (noun) – the main point of 

unpleasant or problematic situation. 

 spectacularly (adverb) – strikingly, 

impressively, remarkably. 

 reassert (verb) – confirm again, reaffirm. 

 timid (adjective) – easily frightened, lacking 

courage, fearful, apprehensive. 

 categorically (adverb) – unqualifiedly, 

unconditionally, unequivocally, absolutely, 

explicitly, unambiguously, certainly, directly, 

completely. 
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 sway (verb) – influence, bias, persuade. 

 divisiveness (noun) – division, animosity, 

discord/hostility. 

 vow (verb) – swear, pledge, promise, affirm. 

 hatred (noun) – enmity, antipathy, 

antagonism, hostility, resentment, aversion. 

 hallmark (noun) – distinctive feature, 

characteristic, trait, attribute, quality.   

 loud and clear (phrase) – very clearly; in a way 

that is easy to understand. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 heal (verb) – alleviate, assuage, relieve, ease, 

lessen, mitigate. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, unavailability. 

 acknowledgement (noun) – acceptance, 

admission, realization. 

 idiom (noun) – mode of expression, language, 

phrasing. 

 betrayal (noun) – disloyalty, bad faith, 

faithlessness, falseness; deception, double-

dealing. 

 besides (preposition/linking adverb) – in 

addition to, as well, apart from. 

 proximate (adjective) – nearest, near, close. 

 set the stage for (phrase) – prepare the 

circumstances for the beginning of something. 

 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing 

forces/people/resources together for a 

particular cause. 

 conscious (adjective) – responsive, reactive; 

sensitive, cognizant, mindful, sensible. 

 agrarian (adjective) – relating to 

cultivating/farming. 

 distress (noun) – difficulty, trouble, hardship. 

 dues (noun) – payment (which is (long) 

pending). 

 furthermore (adverb) – moreover, 

additionally, besides. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, extreme, 

rigorous. 

 slaughter (noun) – the killing of animals (for 

food). 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 devastate (verb) – destroy, ruin, wreak. 

 stray (adjective) – homeless, abandoned, 

wandering. 

 plunder (verb) – devastate, ransack, lay waste.  

 ruin (verb) – wreck, destroy, devastate, 

damage. 

 strike a blow against (phrase) – to act against 

something; to oppose something; reject, resist, 

stand against. 

 blow (noun) – shock, surprise; 

setback/misfortune. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize. 

 fragility (noun) – vulnerability, riskiness, 

unreliability. 

 in one go (phrase) – in one attempt.  

 precariat (noun) – people who are in the state 

of being uncertain/insecure/unsafe. 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, 

partnership. 

 solidarity (noun) – unity, unanimity, harmony, 

cooperation. 

 grammar (noun) – the basic elements of an 

area of knowledge. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 

(a problem or danger or risk). 

 steam (noun) – vigour, momentum, power, 

force, energy. 

 in the face of (phrase) – despite, 

notwithstanding, regardless of; when 

confronted with. 

 pie (noun) – a whole thing that can be shared. 

 interest (noun) – concern, matter; 

benefit/advantage. 

 put up (phrasal verb) – propose, put forward, 

recommend. 

 no longer (phrase) – not anymore. 

 chasm (noun) – a clear difference between 

two people/groups’ thoughts, feelings, 

opinions, etc.; divergence, disunion, gulf, void, 

gap. 

 exploit (verb) – take advantage of, make use 

of, utilize, capitalize on, benefit from. 

 ally (noun) – supporter, advocate, champion, 

defender. 

 weaponise (verb) – use as a weapon. 
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